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Constitutional Law and Empire in legal education in inter-War Britain
Donal Coffey, Maynooth University

This talk examines the ways in which Empire influenced the development of constitutional law
during the inter-War period. It looks at the influence of Imperial law on the curriculum and
exams in the British Civil Service Administrative Division, the Council of Legal Education, and
the University of London. It will also canvass the manner in which imperial law shaped the
scholarship of key members of the academy at the time, looking in particular at academics
such as William Ivor Jennings.

Donal Coffey is Assistant Professor of Law at Maynooth University, Ireland, and an Affiliate
Researcher of the Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory, Frankfurt am Main.

He has widely published on public law and legal history with an emphasis on contemporary
constitutional law and comparative constitutional history in the British Empire. His recent books
include Drafting the Irish Constitution 1935-1937 (2018), Constitutionalism in Ireland, 1932-1938
(2018), and the co-edited volume Legal Transfer and Legal Geography in the British Empire (2025).
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